New Testament Recovery Version
Study Guide
For Vital Groups
REVELATION
Series III- 1Thessalonians to Revelation

Week 1

Rev. 1:1 – 2:29

I． Key Verses：
Rev. 1:4
John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to
you and peace from Him who is and who was and who
is coming, and from the seven Spirits who are before
His throne,
Rev. 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw upon My
right hand and the seven golden lampstands: The seven
stars are the messengers of the seven churches, and the
seven lampstands are the seven churches.
Rev. 2:1
… These things says He who holds the seven stars in
His right hand, He who walks in the midst of the seven
golden lampstands:
Rev. 2:10 Do not fear the things that you are about to suffer.
Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into
prison that you may be tried, and you will have
tribulation for ten days. Be faithful unto death, and I
will give you the crown of life.
Rev. 2:17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches. To him who overcomes, to him I will give
of the hidden manna, and to him I will give a white
stone, and upon the stone a new name written, which
no one knows except him who receives it.
II. Central Lane:
Please read the corresponding outline.(NT RcV p.1227)

III. The Light of the Truth:

THE LOCAL CHURCHES
—Rev. 1:20; Rev. 1:4 note 2, 11 note 1, 12 note 2, note 3, 20 note 1.
Further Reading: Life-Study of Revelation, Message 7.

IV. Life Supply：
The church as the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:12-13) is universally
one (Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4-6). Christ as the unique Head has one unique
Body which is constituted with all His genuine believers.
The universal church as the Body of Christ is expressed through
the local churches. The local churches, as the expressions of the one
Body of Christ (Rev. 1:12, 20), are locally one (Acts 8:1; 13:1; Rom.
16:1; 1 Cor. 1:2).
In 1:11 the voice said to John, “What you see write in a book and
send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, and to Smyrna, and to
Pergamos, and to Thyatira, and to Sardis, and to Philadelphia, and to
Laodicea.” This verse is composed in a very important way. In this
verse we see that the sending of this book “to the seven churches”
equals the sending of it to the seven cities. This shows clearly that the
practice of the church life in the early days was that of one church for
one city, one city with one church. In no city was there more than one
church. This is the local church, local city-wise, not street-wise or
area-wise. The jurisdiction of a local church should cover the whole
city in which the church is; it should not be greater or lesser than the
boundary of the city. All the believers within that boundary should
constitute the one unique local church within that city. Hence, one
church equals one city, and one city equals one church. This is what
we call the local churches.
Before we came into the local churches, we were wanderers. We
never had the sense that we had come home or that we had reached
our destination. But the day we came into the local churches, we
realized that we had come home. After wandering for years, we knew
that we had finally reached our destination. When we first came into
the local church life, something deep within said, “This is the place,”
and we knew that we were home. Because we have arrived at our
destination, we do not need to travel anymore. So many seeking
Christians today are travelers; they travel from one denomination or
group to another. But the day we came into the church life, our
wanderings ceased. (Life-Study of Revelation, pp, 78-79, 83)

Week 2

Rev. 3:1 – 7:17

I． Key Verses：
Rev. 3:10

Rev. 4:2

Rev. 4:3

Rev. 5:6

Rev. 6:2

Rev. 7:9

Because you have kept the word of My endurance, I
also will keep you out of the hour of trial, which is
about to come on the whole inhabited earth, to try them
who dwell on the earth.
Immediately I was in spirit; and behold, there was a
throne set in heaven, and upon the throne there was
One sitting;
And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a
sardius in appearance, and there was a rainbow around
the throne like an emerald in appearance.
And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four
living creatures and in the midst of the elders a Lamb
standing as having just been slain, having seven horns
and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent
forth into all the earth.
And I saw, and behold, a white horse, and he who sits
on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he
went forth conquering and to conquer.
After these things I saw, and behold, there was a great
multitude which no one could number, out of every
nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing
before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white
robes and palm branches in their hands.

II. Central Lane:
Please read the corresponding outline.(NT RcV pp. 1227-1228)

III. The Light of the Truth:

THE SEVEN STAGES OF THE CHURCH
—Rev. 2:1, 8, 12, 18; 3:1, 7, 14; Rev. 2:1 note 1, 8 note 1, 12 note 1, 18
note 1, 3:1note 1, 7 note 1, 14 note 1;
Further Reading: Life-Study of Revelation, Message 10, 15, 16.

IV. Life Supply：
The seven epistles in chapters two and three are the record of the
actual situation existing in the seven churches at the time these
epistles were written. However, since this book is a book of signs with
a prophetic nature, the situations of the seven churches are also signs,
signifying prophetically the progress of the church in seven stages:
the initial church, the suffering church, the worldly church, the
apostate church, the reformed church, the recovered church, and the
degraded recovered church.
In 3:8 we see the condition of the church in Philadelphia. Firstly,
this church had “a little power.”… What pleases the Lord is not that
we are strong, but that we use our little power to do the best we can.
One outstanding feature of Philadelphia is that she kept the
Lord’s word. According to history, no other Christians have kept the
Lord’s word as strictly as these in the church in Philadelphia.
Likewise, by His grace, we are keeping His word today.
The recovered church has not only returned to the Lord’s word in
a full way, but has also abandoned all names other than that of the
Lord Jesus Christ. The recovered church belongs to the Lord
absolutely, having nothing to do with any denominations (any
names)… The church as the chaste virgin espoused to Christ (2 Cor.
11:2) should not have any name other than her husband’s.
In verse 8 the Lord said, “Behold, I have put before you an open
door which no one can shut.” As the One who has the key of David and
who opens and no one can shut, the Lord has given the recovered
church “an open door which no one can shut.” Since the recovery of the
proper church life began, in the early part of the nineteenth century,
until now, a door has always been wide open to the Lord’s recovery.
The more that organized Christianity tries to shut the door, the wider
it is open. In spite of much opposition, the door today is open
worldwide. The key is in the hand of the Head of the church; it is not
in the hand of the opposers. Hallelujah, we have an open door!
Undoubtedly, only the recovered church can fulfill God’s eternal
purpose, and only she is what the Lord is after. We must take the
Lord’s choice. (Life-Study of Revelation, pp. 113,186-187, 189, 212)

Week 3

Rev. 8:1 – 13:18

I． Key Verses：
Rev. 8:3

And another Angel came and stood at the altar, having
a golden censer, and much incense was given to Him to
offer with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden
altar which was before the throne.
Rev. 9:1
And the fifth angel trumpeted, and I saw a star out of
heaven fallen to the earth, and to him was given the key
of the pit of the abyss.
Rev. 10:7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel when
he is about to trumpet, then the mystery of God is
finished, as He has announced the good news to His
own slaves the prophets.
Rev. 11:15 And the seventh angel trumpeted; and there were loud
voices in heaven, saying, The kingdom of the world has
become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and
He will reign forever and ever.
Rev. 12:1 And a great sign was seen in heaven: a woman clothed
with the sun, and the moon underneath her feet, and on
her head a crown of twelve stars;
Rev. 12:11 And they overcame him because of the blood of the
Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and
they loved not their soul-life even unto death.
Rev. 13:1 And I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten
horns and seven heads, and on his horns ten diadems,
and on his heads names of blasphemy.
II. Central Lane:
Please read the corresponding outline.(NT RcV pp. 1228-1229)

III. The Light of the Truth:

THE OVERCOMER
—Rev. 12:1-2, 5, 10-11; 2:26-27; Rev. 12:2 note 1, 5 note 1, note 2, 10
note 1, 11 note 2, note 3, note 5, 2:26 note 3, 2:27 note 2.
Further Reading: Life-Study of Revelation, Message 36.

IV. Life Supply：
The man-child is composed of all the overcoming saints who die
before the time of this resurrection. If you are an overcomer today and
live until the Lord comes back, you will not be a part of the man-child.
Instead, you may be among the firstfruit mentioned in chapter
fourteen. But if you are an overcomer and die before the Lord comes
back, you will be resurrected to be part of the man-child. Therefore,
the man-child does not represent the overcomers who live until the
Lord comes back, but represents all the dead overcomers who will be
resurrected immediately before the Lord comes back. This
resurrection will be their delivery as the man-child.
Undoubtedly, the majority of God’s people were genuine, but they
were not strong. We find the same thing in the New Testament.
Although there were thousands of Christians in the early days, not
that many were truly strong. Even at present there are thousands,
even millions, of Christians, but not many are strong. I encourage you
all to be strong.
How can we be the man-child? If you would be part of the
man-child, you must eat more, grow more, and become stronger. To
put it into practical terms, you must pray more, spend more time with
the Lord, eat more of the Word, experience the Lord more, grow in life
more, and have more dealings with the negative things. If others
would gossip, you would not gossip. If others would not pray, you
would pray more. Although you should not be separate from the
woman, you should be somewhat different from others. The woman is
too general. Those who are part of the man-child are somewhat
particular. Many of the dear ones in the Lord’s recovery are
indifferent. They have little appetite and do not like to eat very much.
But if you would be in the man-child, you should not be indifferent.
You must be particular, sober, and serious. You must have a good
appetite and have a personal, direct moment by moment dealing with
the Lord. If you are like this, then it is possible that you will be the
stronger part in the Lord’s recovery, the stronger part within the
woman. Whether or not you will be in the man-child depends upon
how you react to God’s desire, God’s move, and God’s eternal economy.
If, day and night, you cannot go on until you have given yourself
wholly and thoroughly to God’s economy, then it is likely that you are
a part of the man-child. (Life-Study of Revelation, pp. 427, 420-422)

Week 4

Rev. 14:1 - 20:6

I． Key Verses：
Rev. 14:4

… These are they who follow the Lamb wherever He
may go. These were purchased from among men as
firstfruits to God and to the Lamb.
Rev. 15:3 And they sing the song of Moses, the slave of God, and
the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and wonderful are
Your works, Lord God the Almighty! Righteous and
true are Your ways, O King of the nations!
Rev. 17:14 These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will
overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of
kings; and they who are with Him, the called and
chosen and faithful, will also overcome them.
Rev. 19:1 After these things I heard as it were a loud voice of a
great multitude in heaven, saying, Hallelujah! The
salvation and the glory and the power are of our God.
Rev. 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to
Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His
wife has made herself ready.
Rev. 20:6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first
resurrection; over these the second death has no
authority, but they will be priests of God and of Christ
and will reign with Him for a thousand years.
II. Central Lane:
Please read the corresponding outline.(NT RcV pp. 1229-1230)

III. The Light of the Truth:

PRAISE
—Rev. 19:1-6, Heb. 13:5, Col. 3:16; Rev. 19:1 note 1, 4 note 1; Heb.
13:15 note 1; Col. 3:16 note 1;
Further Reading: Life-Study of Revelation, Message 53, Life-Study
of Exodus, Message 58.

IV. Life Supply：
Revelation 19:4 says, “And the twenty-four elders and the four
living creatures fell down and worshipped God, who sits upon the
throne, saying, Amen, Hallelujah!” After the loud voice of a great
multitude in heaven says, “Hallelujah,” the twenty-four elders and
the four living creatures say, “Amen, Hallelujah!” The “Amen” comes
first because some hallelujahs have been spoken already. The
twenty-four elders and the four living creatures say “Amen” to these
hallelujahs and then add more hallelujahs of their own.
In 1967 the Lord showed us how to call upon His name. At the
same time we began to see that we should praise Him continually.
Our meetings in 1967 and 1968 were filled with amens and
hallelujahs. Religious people condemned us for this, and a small part
of religious Babylon rose up against us. I simply do not know why.
They oppose our praising the Lord with amens and hallelujahs. But
the book of Revelation indicates that praising the Lord in this way
will be the practice in the future. What will be practiced in heaven in
the future may also be practiced by us today on earth. (Life-Study of
Revelation, pp. 615)
The chorus of the well-known hymn “Blessed Assurance” says:
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long.
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long.
Many Christians have sung this hymn, but not many praise their
Savior all the day long. What do you think would happen if we praised
the Lord all day long? No doubt, we would be utterly immersed in the
Lord.
The church meetings should be a continuation of our daily life. We
should sing and praise in our daily life and then continue our singing
and praising in the meetings. But if we praise the Lord in the
meetings without praising Him in our daily life, our meetings will be a
performance, and we shall be actors. We should come to the meetings
not to perform, but to express what we are in our daily life.
(Life-Study of Exodus, pp. 680-681, 684)

Week 5

Rev. 20:7 - 22:21

I． Key Verses：
Rev. 20:11 And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon
it, from whose face earth and heaven fled away, and no
place was found for them.
Rev. 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband.
Rev. 21:9 And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls
full of the seven last plagues came and spoke with me,
saying, Come here; I will show you the bride, the wife
of the Lamb.
Rev. 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high
mountain and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God,
Rev. 21:18 And the building work of its wall was jasper; and the
city was pure gold, like clear glass.
Rev. 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the
Lamb in the middle of its street.
Rev. 22:14 Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may
have right to the tree of life and may enter by the gates
into the city.
Rev. 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come! And let him
who hears say, Come! And let him who is thirsty come;
let him who wills take the water of life freely.
II. Central Lane:
Please read the corresponding outline.(NT RcV pp. 1230-1231)

III. The Light of the Truth:

NEW JERUSALEM
—Rev. 21:2-3, 9-11; 22:1-2; Rev. 21:2 note 1,note 2, note 3, 3 note 1,
22:1 note 6, 2 note 1, note 2.
Further Reading: Life-Study of Revelation, Message 65.

IV. Life Supply：
Revelation 22:1 says, “And he showed me a river of water of life,
bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb
in the middle of its street.”
The tree of life grows on the two sides of the river of life. It does
not go up, but spreads like a vine. Hence, it is available along the flow
of the water of life. Christ, as the tree of life, is the life supply
available along the flow of the Spirit as the water of life. Where the
Spirit flows, there the life supply of Christ is found. This is all in and
with the divine nature as our holy way, as signified by the street. This
is both the supply of the holy city and the way the city is supplied.
Let us now consider a positive illustration. Suppose when the
inward regulation tells this sister not to buy that particular article,
she says, “Amen, Lord, amen.” Immediately, she will find herself
walking on the golden street. At the same time, she will sense that the
inner flow is intensified and strengthened. She will also sense that
the inner flow brings her the rich supply of life. This is the enjoyment
of the tree of life. After that, she probably will have no further desire
to stay in the store. As she leaves the store, she may even feel like
singing or shouting hallelujah. This is what it means to walk on the
golden street, to partake of the flowing river, and to enjoy all the
riches of the tree of life.
Whenever we submit our entire being to the headship of the
redeeming God, His throne is set up within us. Out of this throne
flows the river of life. This river of life flows in the midst of the golden
street, and along this flowing river there is the tree of life, which is a
vine growing along the river as our rich life supply. The throne is here,
waiting for us to submit to the headship and authority of the
redeeming God. As soon as we submit to this headship, the life-giving
Spirit immediately flows within us, and we find ourselves on the
golden street. As we walk along the golden street, we find that the
inward flowing of the life-giving Spirit is marvelous, refreshing,
satisfying, and supplying. It would take a great many words to
adequately describe this flow within us. Along this flow of the living
water there are the riches of the tree of life that grows by the flow of
the river. This means that where the flow of the river is, there is the
tree of life to supply us. In my experience I have a throne, the flowing
of the water of life, and Christ as the tree of life growing within me in
a very practical way. This is not a doctrinal understanding; it is
absolutely a matter of experience in life. (Life-Study of Revelation, pp.
740,748-750)

